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Beyond the 2018 Presidential Election: Is Russia Preparing for Life after Putin?

On 18 March, the Russians will vote for a new president, and there is no doubt about Putin’s
re-election. After the elimination of the only real oppositional candidate Alexei Navalny, none
of the (often controversial) oppositional candidates are strong enough to compete, neither will
the opposition be able to convince enough people to boycott the election in order to, at least,
discredit Putin’s victory. In the military half of his recent state of the nation address, Putin
praised (and demonstrated) new Russian weaponry, including nuclear-powered cruise
missiles, trying to show to his own people that he still is the strongman Russia needs in
difficult times and at the same time pointing out to the West, especially the US, that Russia
will not be curbed in its foreign policy ambitions and wants to be taken seriously. But whilst
Putin is settling in for another six years, the question emerges what will happen in 2024? By
then Putin will be 72 years old. And even if age shouldn’t bring Putin to step down; the
Russian constitution does not permit the president to serve more than two consecutive terms.
Putin already circumvented this obstacle once, when he traded places with Medvedev in
2012, but can or will he do it again? Or will he, as is often suggested, handpick his
successor? And what will happen in between and after? Can Putin deliver the change a
majority of Russians long for after years of economic depression and a diminishing quality of
life? Are the Russian elites concerned about their future and will there be new chances for
civil society and political opposition? Will Russia’s youth rise again after the clampdown in
2911-20127? In short, is Russian society preparing for life after Putin?
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