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Synopsis: 
 
Transgender & Intersex people face a myriad of social, 
legal and economic challenges in society. But do we really 
know what it means to be transgender or intersex or 
gender nonconforming? 
 
According to an UHAI EASHRI report titled “Out of 
Bounds” Intersex, Transgender and Gender Non-
Conforming (ITGNC) persons struggle to make their issues 
visible in East Africa, and furthermore, since issues of 
sexual orientation and gender identity are often times 
conflated, ITGNC people find themselves and their 
concerns subsumed into those of sexual orientation. The 
laws in place in all the subject countries generally fail to 
draw distinction between sex and gender identity. 
 
In Kenya the community has made tremendous legal gains 
where now ITGNC persons can change their names legally 
and without fault and be able to register their 
organisations. Getting here hasn’t been easy. A lot of 
advocacy work went into achieving these gains and a lot 
still needs to be done. 
 
Still, ITGNC people do not have proper access to ITGNC-
specific healthcare and there are no laws and policies that 
govern this access. Efforts towards compelling the Kenyan 
government to create these laws and policies have been in 
vain, despite there being a court order compelling the 
Ministry of Health to do so. 
 
This forum will explore the various facets of ITGNC 
persons in Kenya. It will provide a space for participants to 
engage with a panel comprising of Kenyan ITGNC 
advocates who work tirelessly to ensure that the rights of 
all ITGNC persons in the country are fully realised. 
 
Definition of Terms 
Trans – A person may be considered to be a trans (or 
transgender) person if their gender identity is inconsistent 
or not culturally associated with the sex they 
were assigned at birth, and consequently also with 
the gender role and social status that is typically 
associated with that sex.  
 
Non-Binary gender/Gender Queer – is a catch-all category 
for gender identities that are not 
exclusively masculine or feminine — identities which are 

outside the gender binary and cisnormativity. Gender 
queer people may express a combination of masculinity 
and femininity, or neither, in their gender expression 
 
Intersex – are people who are born with any of several 
variations in sex characteristics including chromosomes, 
gonads, sex hormones, or genitals that do not fit neatly 
into the categories of ‘male’ or ‘female’ 
 
Key discussion points: 

 
 What does it mean to be transgender or intersex 

or gender non-conforming?  
 What are the challenges faced by this 

community in Kenya?  
 What are the best solutions towards alleviating 

these challenges?  
 
Discussion Panel:  
The discussion panel comprises of;  

1. Alesandra Ogeta – Jinsiangu  

2. Jabari Tirop-Salat – EATHAN  

3. James Karanja – Intersex Persons Society of 

Kenya (IPSK) 

4. Dalziel Leone – EATHAN  

 
Moderator: Barbra Muruga – Gender Diversity 
Consultant & Executive Director – EATHAN  

 

About the Gender Forum 
 
The Gender Forum is a monthly public dialogue convened 

by the Heinrich Böll Stiftung since 2001, encouraging 

dialogue on pertinent national issues with a gendered 

lens. It brings together scholars, law makers and 

implementers, civil activists, government institutions, 

students and the general public, aiming at sharing 

knowledge and inspiring gendered analysis of policy and 

programmes.  
 
Facebook I Twitter  
@HBSNairobi #genderforum 
 
EATHAN-East Africa Trans Health & Advocacy Network 
Facebook | Twitter | Instagram  
@eastafricatrans 
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