
  

 

Ukraine’s lessons: Fighting disinformation and defending democracy 

Debate ahead of the International Democracy Day 

 

 

Moderator 

Matthew Karnitschnig, POLITICO’s chief Europe correspondent 

Before joining POLITICO, Matthew worked for Wall Street Journal covering 
the most crucial political and economic developments in the Eurozone.  

He was part of a team of Journal reporters that won a Gerald Loeb award 
and was named a Pulitzer finalist for National Reporting in 2009. 
Previously, Karnitschnig worked for such journals as BusinessWeek, 
Reuters and Bloomberg.  

 

Yevhen Fedchenko, Director of the Mohyla School of Journalism and 
co-founder of StopFake.org 

Fedchenko is an expert and academic in the field of media industry, the co-
founder of Digital Future of Journalism programme for journalists and 
Digital Media for Universities Internet journalism curriculum development 
programme.   

He is interested in the topics of digital journalism and innovations, 
journalism education in transitional societies, news standards, propaganda 
and weaponization of information, coverage of international politics in 
media. 

 

Dmytro Zolotukhin, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Information Policy 
of Ukraine 

Zolotukhin is an expert in competitive intelligence and was the first 
Ukrainian speaker at the International Conference on Competitive 
Intelligence in 2015, presenting the topic of information warfare. 
Zolotukhin is a former consultant at the National Security and Defence 
Council of Ukraine in the fields of online tools for investigation and 
information security. Zolotukhin is also a founder of the Institute for 
Postinformation Society and of OSINT Academy.  

 

 

Tetiana Popova, Senior Strategy Communication Expert, NGO 
“Information Security” 

Tetiana is a former member of the civil council of the National Council of 
Ukraine on Television and Radio Broadcasting. She worked as an advisor 
for the Minister of Defence of Ukraine and as a Deputy Minister of 
Information policy of Ukraine.  

She was also an active participant in the Maidan protests in 2013-2014 in 
Kyiv. 

 



  

 

Andrey Kurkov, Ukraine novelist and independent thinker 

Andrey Kurkov is the author of more than 20 books, numerous novels and 
scripts, including the bestseller Death and the Penguin. His works were 
translated into more than 37 languages.  

Kurkov is a well-known commentator on Ukrainian affairs for the western 
media and public. After the Revolution of Dignity, he published diaries 
covering the period of the protests. 

 

 

 

Susann Worschech, Research associate at the European University 
Viadrina 

Susann Worchech is a social sciences researcher and expert in the fields of 
civil society, social movements and democratization, focusing on the post-
Soviet states.  

She is currently doing a research about the networks of external democracy 
promotion and the structure of civil society in Ukraine. 

 

 

Oleg Rybachuk, Founder of Centre UA, New Citizen Public Campaign 
and the Civil Movement “Chesno” 

After the Orange Revolution Rybachuk was the Vice Prime Minister for 
European Integration and Head of the Administration of the President of 
Ukraine Viktor Yushchenko.  

He is also one of the initiators coalition of NGO “Reanimation package of 
reforms” and the co-founder of the “Collegium of Anna Yaroslavna “. 

 

 

Andreas Prothmann, Special Envoy for Ukraine, Head of the Ukraine 
Task Force, Federal Foreign Office  

Andreas Prothmann is an experienced German diplomat, who served in 
Moscow, Seattle, Tashkent and Washington and London. Prothmann is a 
former Head of the WMD - related Export Controls and Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Division of the Federal Foreign Office and former Minister for 
Economic Affairs, Energy and Global Issues at the German Embassy in 
London. 


