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REGISTRATION 
Please register via the QR-Code, 
via E-Mail: europa@stk.rlp.de 
or via telephone:  
+49 151 43109974
 
VENUE 
Representation of the State of Rhineland-Palatinate 
Avenue de Tervueren 60, 1040 Brüssel

Pictures of this event and of the participants can be 
published as part of the internet presence, for event 
documentation and in social networks. When parti-
cipating in this event you give your consent to these 
ways of publishing. If you do not consent to your 
image being taken, please make your wish known to a 
member of the staff. 

Editor:  
Ministry for the Environment, Energy, Nutrition 
and Forestry of Rhineland-Palatinate 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Straße 1; 55116 Mainz 
www.mueef.rlp.de 
Foto: fotolia

Simultaneous interpretation from German to English 
will be provided

ORGANIC FARMING –  
THE SUSTAINABLE  
FUTURE OF THE CAP
Invitation of the Ministery for Environment,  
Energy, Nutrition and Forestry  
of the State of Rhineland-Palatinate and  
the Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung Brussels, European Union



Organic farming contributes actively to sustainable  
agriculture. Its principles and cultivation methods, 
such as area-based animal husbandry and rotations 
with a wide range of crops, conserve water and soil, 
promote animal welfare, enhance favourable  
conditions for wild herbs, insects, birds and wild  
animals, which contribute to protecting biodiversity. 

The increasing consumer demand for organic products 
shows that consumers are rewarding this nature-con-
serving and animal-friendly way of farming.  
By growing these products in Europe, it is possible to 
avoid climate-damaging transportation, maintain and 
promote the small- und medium-sized structure of 
agricultural businesses and expand the range of  
organic food in communal catering services.

Therefore, the expansion of organic farming to at least 
20 percent of the cultivated area is the goal of both 
the government of the state of Rhineland-Palatinate 
and the German Government. Society has to reward 
the public environmental performance of this cultivati-
on method sufficiently. 

How can the design of the new CAP ensure the finan-
cing of the expansion? The Commission‘s proposals 
point to a number of different approaches. The aim of 
the event is to discuss various financing options how 
the CAP can strengthen organic agriculture and safely 
finance its expansion to at least 20 percent of the 
cultivated area.

PROGRAMM

11:00 Uhr	 Registration 

11:30Uhr	 Welcome 
Ulrike Höfken, Minister for Environment, Energy,  
Nutrition and Forestry Rhineland-Palatinate 

		  Chances and challenges of the CAP negotiations 
Martin Häusling, Rapporteur of the European  
Parliament on the EU regulation on organic farming 

		  EU funding for organic farming 
Peter Wehrheim, Member of the Cabinet  
of Commissioner Phil Hogan

12:15 Uhr 	 Panel discussion  
Participants: 
Martin Häusling

		  Andreas Gumbert, Landnutzung D1,  
GD Umwelt
Kari Valonen, Chair of SCA, Finland
Doris Letina, CEJA-Vicepresident 
Dr. Matthias Stolze, Head of Department 
Socioeconomics, Research Institute of  
Organic Agriculture (FiBL)
Elisa Jäkel, OPTA Board

Questions from the audience

Moderation: Christine Chemnitz,  
Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung, Head of International 
Agricultural Policy Division

13:15 Uhr 	 Closing Remarks Ulrike Höfken 


