
Exclusive Brussels 

Plastic Atlas 2019 Pre-Launch

Introduction 

The Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung and Break Free From Plastic (BFFP) would like to cordially  
invite you to the launch of the Plastic Atlas 2019 that will be hosted by 
the office of MEP Bas Eickhout on 5 November 2019 in the European 
Parliament. With 19 chapters and more than 45 infographics, the Atlas illustrates various 
aspects of the plastic crisis and showcases solutions for a world free of plastic pollution.

As 99 per cent of all plastics are made from fossil resources like oil, gas and 
coal, the emissions along its whole value chain are highly damaging to our 
climate. The EU is a leader in exporting plastic waste to Asia and other parts 
of the world – shifting both blame and responsibility to countries that have little 
capacity to deal with this growing environmental and health crisis. Without 
significant measures to drastically reduce its plastic production and use, the EU would 
not be able to fulfill its Paris climate commitments and perform as a global climate leader. 

What are the impacts of plastic on the environment, human health and 
communities and what are the drivers and interests behind the plastic crisis? 
What is the most effective way to reduce plastic pollution? How can the European 
Parliament and the European Commission build on existing regulation to 
ensure that Europe becomes a global leader and champion for a zero waste world?

Plastics have secured a prominent position on the global political agenda and 
more people than ever are getting involved in global movements to address the 
plastic crisis. The Plastic Atlas is meant to serve this movement, inform 
decision-makers as well as change-makers and become a transformative tool for change. 

			   Date 	 	 Tuesday, 5 November 2019
			   Time 	 	 8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
			   Venue		 European Parliament: 3, rue de Trèves, 1050 Brussels
				     	 Room: Members‘ Salon, ASP, floor 0

Registrations and meeting point on 5 November at 07:45 on square Agora Simone Veil 
in front of the EP (see address above)



Agenda

Welcome remarks & moderation
•	 Bas Eickhout, Vice-Chair of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 

Food Safety (The Greens/EFA)

Presentation of the key messages from the Plastic Atlas 2019
•	 Barbara Unmüßig, President of the Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung, Berlin
•	 Lili Fuhr, Head of International Environmental Policy Division, Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung, 

Berlin

Panel discussion 
•	 Froilan Grate, Executive Director of GAIA Philippines and Regional Coordinator of 

GAIA Asia Pacific 
•	 Delphine Lévi Alvarès, Coordinator of #BreakFreeFromPlastic Europe and         

#RethinkPlastic alliance 
•	 Arthur ten Wolde, Executive Director and Circular Economy Expert, Ecopreneur.eu 

Q&A session 

Closing remarks	
•	 Frans Timmermans, First Vice-President of the European Commission

Note: The event will be subject to photo documentation.
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