
                                                   
 

GENDER FORUM BRIEF 

 
TITLE: 
The Inequality Crisis in Kenya and around the world; 
the fight for our lives 
 
Date:  21 January 2020 
Venue:  Alliance Francaise, Nairobi 
Time:  3pm to 7pm 
 

ENTRY FREE 
 
 

Synopsis: 

In the 21st century so far, levels of inequality within and 
between countries have been rising. The neoliberal 
economic system has enabled an explosion in the 
concentrations of wealth and power in our societies: 26 
individuals now hold the same wealth as the 3.8 billion 
poorest people. Interconnected and systemic forms of 
oppression and inequity such as racism, patriarchy and 
homophobia shape the daily realities of the majority of 
the world’s population. (The State of the Growing 
Movement Report 2019). 
 
Further, the gap between the rich and poor adversely 
undermines access to social services and the protection of 
fundamental human rights.  
From the ever increasing cost of living, to the climate 
crisis, income gap, lack of public services, violence against 
women and political repression, wealth and power are 
captured by a small elite. All our struggles are rooted in 
inequality. 
 
Rising inequality in Kenya damages our society and 
democracy and increases vulnerability of the poor to 
violence, exploitation and abuse. Less than 0.1% of the 
population (8,300 people) own more wealth than the 
bottom 99.9% (more than 44 million people) in Kenya 
today.  
 
 Further, history has taught us elites will never fix 
inequality by themselves. Ordinary people are the ones 
who best understand the problem and the solutions. 
Peoples’ organizing is critical for the fight against 
inequality. 
 
The forum will screen the Black Panther movie which will 
form a basis for the conversation. The Black Panther 
movie presents a scenario where a small country which is 
unknown to the rest of the world is able to develop 
cutting edge technology and security systems that are 
pioneered and led by women.          

It also presents a set-up of inclusion of different sections 
of the society and portrays fairness in the distribution of 
resources and benefits.  
It highlights the possible future of African countries 
without the influence of the world geo politics that 
exclude the Global South.  
Further, the script highlights the need for richer countries 
to share their wealth and resources with the rest of world.  
 
The movie, therefore presents an opportunity to build a 
narrative around inclusion of girls and women in the 
Kenya’s agenda at a national, regional and global levels. 
Further, it presents an opportunity for Kenyans to 
reimagine our future as a country but also part of the 
Global South and our position in the world. 
This is also an opportunity to expand and reimagine our 
realities as Kenyans and develop deeper our awareness on 
the structural nature on inequality and relate it to our 
daily realities. 
 
The panel discussion will also discuss structural inequality 
and the inter linkage with other SDGs. 
 
 
Key discussion points: 
 

- The state of inequality in Kenya and around the 
world. What does it mean for Kenya? 

-  Collective action; what can we do? 
 
Discussion Panel: 
The discussion panel comprises of: 

 Juliani – Artist Dandora Hip Hop City 

  Taye Balogum Yussuf- Film Director, Carrot Co. 

 Mwanahamisi Singano-Head of Program, FEMNET 

 Korto Williams- Feminist 

 Atieno Odhiambo 

 
Moderated by: Antonia Musunga 

About the Gender Forum: 
 
The Gender Forum is a monthly public dialogue convened 
by the Heinrich Böll Stiftung since 2001, encouraging 
dialogue on pertinent national issues with a gendered lens. 
It brings together scholars, lawmakers and implementers, 
civil activists, government institutions, students and 
gendered analysis of policy and programmes. 
 
Twitter: @HBSNairobi; @FIAKenya  
Facebook: @hbsNairobi  
#Genderforum #FightInequality



                                                   
 
 

 

 

PROGRAMME: 21-01-2020 

 

Time Session 

3.00-3.15pm Arrival and Registration 

3.15pm – 5.30pm 
Opening and Welcoming Remarks:  Caroline Kioko, Gender Democracy Programme 

Coordinator, Heinrich Boll Stiftung. 

****Screening of the Black Panther***** 
 

5.30 –6.30 pm 

 

 

 

 
Panel Dialogue: Moderated by Antonia Musunga 
 
Panelists 

 Juliani – Artist Dandora Hip Hop City 

  Taye Balogum Yussuf- Film Director, Carrot Co. 

 Mwanahamisi Singano-Head of Program, FEMNET 

 Korto Williams- Feminist 

 Atieno Odhiambo 

 

6.15pm – 6:45pm   Plenary and Panel responses – Moderator 

6:45pm – 7:00pm  Closing Remarks: Jenny Ricks-Global Convener Fight Inequality Alliance 

 

Join the discussion via live streaming on Twitter and Facebook 

 

Twitter: @HBSNairobi; @FIAKenya 

 

Facebook: @hbsNairobi #GenderForum #FightInequality  

 

Note: The photographs/video taken during the forum may be used in print, on the web, on film, and/or in archived 

form to promote and raise awareness of the Heinrich Böll Stiftung, its offices abroad, and its affiliates in all German 

states.  


