The Invisible Election-
Discussion on the Election of the Dresden Foreigner Residence Committee

In the super election year 2009 local elections will take place in eight federal states- also in the
Free State of Saxony.

“It’s your turn! Your vote counts!” these are the current appeals of Saxon politicians, trying to
motivate their potential voters to participate in the elections.

But not every vote counts: more than 100.000 citizens, who do not hold an EU- or German
passport, are excluded from the election- they are not entitled to vote at local elections.
Dresden thus offers a possibility for foreigners to participate in local politics: they can vote for
“their” representatives in the Foreigner Residence Committee directly.

The advisory committee of the Mayor's Office and the city council has 20 members - 11 foreign
citizens and 9 city councillors. Its main function is to advance the interest of foreign inhabitants
of Dresden. Nevertheless the turnout of voters is usually low and also in the course of the
current local elections campaigns the board remains little-noticed by the public- a situation that
also applies for the work of the board in general. And this is the case despite the fact the
Foreigner Residence Committee is officially representing more than 30.000 Dresden citizens with
a migrational background.

How is the Foreigner Residence Committee perceived by different actors and voters? Does it
only serve as a fig leave for the city to simulate political participation of foreign citizens? How do
Committee members perceive their role and their capacity of representation?

How about realistic opportunities for the board to effectively fulfil its tasks and how can new
potentials be harnessed?

We cordially invite you to discuss these and further questions concerning the upcoming election
of the Dresden Foreigner Residence Committee.

Our guests:

Dimitrios Ambatielos, media officer, Dresden Foreigner Residence Committee

Pablo Goméz, student, Campaign Against Exclusion,

Elke Zimmermann, historian und city councillor BUNDNIS 90/DIE GRUNEN, Dresden Foreigner
Residence Committee

Moderation:

Nabil Yacoub, journalist, spokesperson of the Saxon Migrant Board



HeBunanmbie BbIGOPDI

K Bonpocy o BbiGopax u paborte ApesaeHckoro CoBeTa MHOCTPAHLLEB
(Auslanderbeirat)
7-ro UIOHA

2009-1 roa B FfepmMmaHun - roa BbIBOPOB. KOMMYHAAbHbIE BbIOOPLI MPEACTOAT B
BOCbMM DEAEPAABHBIX 3EMASX, 7-TO UIOHA HOBbIE MPEACTABUTEAM KOMMYH
ByAyT M3OPAHHbI M B CAKCOHMU. «BaLLe MmHeHMe ueHUTCaly, «BaLl roaoc
YYUTBIBAETCA) - TOK MPM3bIBAOT CETOAHS MOAUTUKM B CAKCOHCKMX KOMMYHOX
CBOMX MOTEHLMAAbHBIX M3OMPATEAEN K MPOABAEHMIO MX MOAUTUHECKOM
OKTMBHOCTM M OTAQHE BbIOOPHbIX TOAOCOB. HO HE KOXKAbBIM FTOAOC
AEVCTBUTEABHO YunTbiBAETCS: 6oaee 100 000 rpaXKAQH M ITPAXXAQHOK
CQOKCOHMU, HE MMEIOLLIMX HEMELLKOTO MACNopTa UAM nacnopta EC, octatoTtcs
NOAUTUHECKM (HEYHTEHHBIMMY), MOCKOAbKY AMLLIEHbI B [€DMAHMM MPABA
KOMMYHOAbHbIX BbIOOPOB.

B Ape3aeHe MHOCTPAHHBIE TPOXKAQHE BCE XXE MOTYT MOYyYOCTBOBATH B OCOHBOro
POAQ BbIDOPAX:

7-rO MIOHS OHW MOAYHAT BO3MOXHOCTb BbIOPATH (CBOMX) MPEACTABUTEAEN B
CoseTt nHocTpaHLues (Ausli@nderbeirat) npu mapum ropoaa. B cocTtas a10ro —
AULLIb KOHCYABTOTMBHOTO — COBETA BXOAAT 11 MHOCTPAHHbLIX MPEACTABUTEAEN U
? NPEeACTABUTEAEM TOPOACKOIO COBETA, KOTOPLIE YITOAHOMOYEHDI
NPEACTABAATb MHTEPECHI MHOCTPAHHBIX IPOXACQH, MPOXMBAKOLLMX B Ape3AeHe.
OAHQOKO OMbIT MOKA3bIBAET, YTO HE MHOTME APE3AEHLLbI C MHOCTRAHHbBIM
NACMOPTOM HAXOAIT AOPOTY B BbIODOPOYHbIM MYHKT, O B NPEABLIOOPHOM Bopbhe
BbIOOPbI COBETA MHOCTPAHLLEB OCTAIOTCA HE3AMEYEHHBIMU. A 1 paboTa
CoBeTa 3aCAYXKMBAET BOAbLLETO BHUMAHMS. M 3TO Npm TOM, 4TO CoBeET
MHOCTPOHLLEB NPEACTABAIET MHTEPEeCHl BoAee 30 000 Ape3AeHLLEB C
MUTPALMOHHBIM GOOHOM.

Kak BocnpuHmumaetcs CoBET MHOCTPAHLLEB PA3HbIMM YYACTHUKAMM U €70
M3BUPATEAIMIN G

CAYXXMT AU OH AULLIb {COUTOBBIM AMCTKOM) TOPOAQ, CUMYAMPYIOLLLMM
NOAUTUYECKYIO MPUYACTHOCTb MHOCTPAHHbIX TPOXAAH?Z KAK BUAST CBOKO POAb U
CBOM (MOAHOMOYMS) YAEHBI CoBeTa? KaKme BO3IMOXHOCTU eCTb Y COBETA AA4

MCMOAHEHMUS €ro dOYHKLIMIA M KAKME MOTEHLIMAAbI HE MCMOAb3OBAHbIC

Mbl BOC CEPAEYHO MPUTAALLAEM ODCYAUTb C HOMM B DTOT BEYEP DTU 1 APYIME
BOMPOCHI, KOCAKOLLIMECH BbIOOPOB 1 PpABOThl COBETA MHOCTPOHLLEB.

Hawu rocTtu B noaAuyme:

DimitriosAmbatielos, meanaAbHbINM pedbepeHT, NPEACTABUTEAb APE3IAEHCKOrO
CoBeTa MHOCTPAHLLEB

Pablo Goméz,ctyaeHT, Kompagne gegen Ausgrenzung

ElkeZimmermann, MCTopuK, NPEACTABUTEABHMLLO TOPOACKOTO COBETA U
CoBeTa MHOCTPAHLLEB

Moaepatop: NabilYacoub, XXypHOAUCT, MPEACTABUTEAbL MUTPALLMOHHOTO
coseta CakcoHuu (SachsischesMigrantenbeirat)



O ao6pateg ekhoyég
INa 116 ekhoyéc Tov Tvpfovriov Arhodan@v Tng Apésdng, 7 Iovviov 2009

e okT® opoomovoa kpatiota g eppaviag Ba diegeayBovv péca oto 2009 dnpotikég
EKAOYEG, avapesa Toug kot otn Zagovia, otig 7 lovviov.

»H ymoeog cag petpd! ', Aéve o1 ToMTiKol GTOVG SLAPOPOVE ONOVS KOl KOWVOTNTEG TNG
Ya&oviag 6Toug YNeoedHPOvE, Yo VO TOVG TEIGOVV VAL GUUUETAGYOVV GTO. KOWVAL [LE TO VL
Yneicovv 6TiG EKAOYES.

Agv petpd dpmg kabe ynoeog: mave and 100.000 woAiteg ot Zagovia yopig yeprovikd Ny
EVPOEVMOOOKO dtofatrplo amokAeiovtol omd Tr GUUUETOYN TOVG OTIG EKAOYEG — OEV £Y0VV
dwaiopa ynmeov otn Feppavia.

21 Apéodn ot aAAodamol HropovV Vo GUUUETACYOVY GE Lo EKAOYT]: LITOPOVV Vo, EKAEEOVY
o115 7 Tovviov Tovg d1k0VG TOVG EKTPOSMTOVG 6TO LVUPOVAI0 AAAodam®y. To cupfovievtikd
avtd Opyavo cupPovAevet T Afpapyo Kot o Anpotikd Xvpufoviio yuo {ntiuata Tov
apOPOVY TOVG 0AA0SATOVG TNG Apéodng kot amaptileton amd 11 aAlodamovg EKTPOGHOTOVG
Kat 9 péAn tov Anpotikcod Zvpfoviiov.

H ovppetroyn dpmc otic ekhoyég elval cuviBwg yopnAn Kot 1 EKAoY autov Tov ZvpovAiov
dev Aapfavetat oxeddv kaBOA0L LTOYN GTNV KON YVOUN TG TOANG, OTMG KOl YEVIKA 1)
dpaoctnprotnta Tov. Kt ovtd porovott tov Zopfoviio eknpoconei mdvo and 30.000 moAiteg —
petavaoteg e ApEcong.

[Tog o Zuppodio AAhodandv yivetal avTIANTTod amd TOVG SLAPOPOVS TAPEYOVTES KOl OO
ToV¢ eKA0YElG; MNmwg elvan amhd Eva Tpdsyne Tov AoV Yo v, ovel Tayo 0Tt ot
aArodamol cuppetéyovv oty moAtikn); [Idg PAEmovV Ta LEAN T0 pOAO TOVG 6TO ZVUPOVALO
KO TOL EKTPOCMOTELTIKA TOVG Kabkovta; Tt mpaypotikég duvatdtnteg £xel 10 ZupBovAto yio
O0LGOLOOTIKY] £ACKNOT TOV KOONKOVI®OV TOV Kot To¥ BpiokeTon akoOpa ava&lomointo SuvapKo;

Yag mpookalovpe Oepud vo culntoete poall pog autd kot dAla (ntipoato yop® omd TV
€KAOYN KOl Ao T1) OpacsTNPLOTNTO TOL ZVUPovAiov AAAOSATMV.

[Ipookexinuévoteivar:

AnuTpng Apmatiérog, vrebBvvoc MME, Xvpupodiio AArodammv

Hapmio I'kopel, Dovtntc, Exotpateio katd g ATopdvmong

E)xe Toipeppavy, Iotopikdc kot moAtikog, onpotiky cvppovrog tov lpacivav, Zopufovito
AlAodammv
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