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13- Sewage
The average rate of an individual's production of sewage water is around 27 liters per
day.In Farkha, there is no sewage system and for that they get rid of sewage by using
septic tanks, in which when they get full the sewage water is pumped into agricultural
areas, and in some cases they are dumped near water springs, causing them to pol-
lute.

In summer time, most people of Farkha get rid of the gray water by using it, without any
kind of treatment, to irrigate trees in their gardens, which significantly lead to increase
of mosquitoes, other insects and unpleasant odors.

In Farkha there are only four gray water treatment plants, three of them are ineffective
and only one is functioning.

The Israeli colony (Ariel), which has been built on the confiscated land of Salfit, and
the Salfit municipality discharge wastewater into Wadi Al-Shallal and Al-Matwi, where
some farmers of Farkha have their land. This sewage water pollutes the springs and
agricultural land in the area, and leads to the spread of mosquitoes and rodents.

It is possible to use this water for timber production by planting eucalyptus trees on
the banks of the wadi and meanwhile solving the problem of mosquitoes.

14-Study recommendations

1. Focus on projects, that improve the water situation and increase available water
(cisterns, ponds, water retention landscape, ....)

2. More attention should be given to awareness activities and practical training on
agroecology, water harvesting, solid waste management, water managment with the
involvement of youth and school students.

3. Land rehabilitation in ways that take into consideration direct water harvesting in the
soil and nature restoration and conservation.

4. Working on fundraising for old houses renovation and bring life back to the old
town.

5. Take advantage of the International Festival of Farkha for voluntary work to improve
the environmental situation in the village

6. Fund raising for the production of biogas out of kitchen waste and gray water treat-
ment to use the treated water for irrigation according to the law.

7. Awareness campaigns to fully stop the use of chemicals in agriculture.

8. Working on projects to improve the use of home gardens using agroecological
practices.

9. Mobilizing farmers to work together to confront the problem of wild boar (a collec-
tive fencing for example)

10. Work to find alternative solutions to septic tanks.



3. Israeli attacks by spreading wild boars.
4. The lack of pastures for livestock.
5. Environmental pollution caused by cesspits

11- Springs
The table below illustrates the existing springs in the village and the amount of water
flowing out of them:

Number |[Spring’s name | ownership | Water flow m3 /year | The amount of water
in 2016 (from May flow m3 / year 2015
to September) (from October to April)

1- Badran Public There is no statistics | There is no statistics
spring
2- Al-Yanbou’ Public 7200 m’ 11760 m’

12- Solid waste
The solid waste collection system is managed by a Joint Services Council of South
Salfit, and its being collected from the residential areas in plastic bags and then
placed in a container; the average rate of taking out the waste is 6 times a week, the
total amount of waste which is placed in the container every week is about 5521 kg at
an average of 25.4 kg per family per week.

The number of families that use part of the solid waste is 56 family and usu-
ally use it as follows:

1. Feeding animals.

2. A small percentage, does not exceed 5%, use it as organic fertilizer.

The number of families that separate organic waste from inorganic is 22 families to
195 families.

The number of families that compost the organic waste is 9 families to 204 families
who don't do compost at home.

It is possible to improve the utilization of organic waste better through
composting for agricultural use.



p S

The following table shows the numbers of livestock in Farkha:

Milking | milking | Cows for Sheep Local | Non-local [ Chicken | Bee hives
COWS sheep meat goats goats for eggs

46 145 3 398 435 19 1000 36

8- Income from agriculture and livestock
The agricultural sector contribution to the income of the householders is 40%, which
is considered a high percentage. This shows the interest of people in Farkha in agri-
culture and developing it and the important role it plays in their lives.

The following table shows the average income of the villagers of Farkha from agricul-
ture - plant production compared to livestock:

The percentage of the total income of the householder

From agriculture 33%

From livestock 7%

9- Agricultural roads in the village
The majority of the agricultural roads need rehabilitation in some parts, as well as it
does not reach all the lands in the village. The total length of the roads is16 km and
are suitable for all types of vehicle to pass by, but it is insufficient; since almost about
1,500 donums of village's lands (50% of the territory) are not connected to agricultural
roads.

Facilitate farmers’ access to all lands can contribute in increasing the
income from agriculture.

10- Agricultural and environmental problems in order of priority

After analyzing all the data from the focus group and individual questionnaires; it has
been identified the main problems of agriculture and environment sorted by the im-
portance:

1. Unavailability of capital, water and employment.

2. Economic returns from agriculture is weak, especially as they rely on rainwater
(except for home gardens), while the income from organic farming is considered good,
as organic olive oil is marketed abroad with a good price.



The table below shows the details about the crops, trees and protected agriculture in
the village:

Number Crop name Area in donum
1- Olive 1750

2- Almonds 30

3- Fig 30

4- Field crops 100

3- Vegetables 125

6- The green houses 0.5

7- Parks and natural places |25

8- Forests and pastures 850

Agriculture remains the main source of income in Farkha despite the general decline
in the agricultural sector contribution in the Palestinian economy.

Note: the unreclaimed area has reached 667 donum.

Agriculture is linked in Farkha with animal husbandry, which decreased in number in
the last decades, since its number in the nineties of the last century reached approxi-
mately 3,000 sheep and cows, but today, their number does not exceed one-third of
the number recorded in the nineties. The reason behind the decreasing number of
livestock in the village is:

- Poor economic status of the families, high prices of animals and their food, the large
decrease in fodder production due to the spread of wild boar, many people are now
moving into labor market, urban sprawl on account of agricultural areas, and the ab-
sence of crops planting due to the amount of effort it needs.
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5- Education
The interest of Farkha in education has increased in recent decades and it is shown
clearly through a review of the educational history of the village till 2004. Until this
year the village had only one mixed school (for both sexes) and another small primary
school. After 2004 new classrooms have been added, leading to solving the problem
of the students who had to move from Farkha to the secondary school located in the

town of Salfit to complete their education.

It is noted that parents are interested in teaching their children. In the village, there are
more than 220 university graduates with a Bachelor degree and about 70 graduates
have a Diploma certificate, meaning that 20% hold a university degree which is a high
rate compared to many Palestinian villages.

6-Economic activities in Farkha
Citizens in Farkha above 18 years old are responsible for the income of their families
and they represent 1/3 of the population. The income generating activities of Farkha
is as follows:

1. Agriculture, which absorbs 40% of the labor force.

2. The employees sector that constitutes 20% of the labor force.
3. The service sector that constitutes 10%.

4, Trade, which constitutes 5%

5. Industry, that constitutes 5% of the labor force.

6. Israeli labor market, which absorbs 20% of the labor force.

7- Agriculture and environment
Farkha is associated from a long time ago to agriculture. This sector is considered
of high importance for local families, where the total agricultural area, whether it is
planted or not, is 3,000 donums, while the area of forests, woodlands and pastures is
850 donums.



The village council: in the year 1997 the village council has been established. It con-
sists of nine members and it is a member of the joint service council of south Salfit.

2-The village council provides the following services
Follow-up the maintenance of water and electricity infrastructure, solid waste collec-
tion, road construction and rehabilitation and keep up on various other services in the
village.

The council faces many difficulties and the main problem is fundraising for projects
that are yet to be implemented, collect the water and electricity bills from the citizens,
the inability of the head of the council to dedicate himself only for this job as well as
the members. Also, the lack of understanding, that occur between the citizens and the
village council concerning its role in the village council.

3-The name’s origin
It is believed that Farkha got its name from the female chick, and Alfarakha is also the
spear’s blade and it is commonly agreed among local citizens that it means the spear’s
blade. Its attributed to Jamal Alddin Abdullah bin Abi Abdullah Alfarkhawi, who was
interested in Figh and Hadith; he died in 818 Hijri.

4-Historic places:
The village has numerous places, that carry historical and aesthetic, social, religious
connotations like the old mosque, which is located in the old part of the village. There
are many old houses abandoned by their owners. The old buildings in the village are
considered to be works of art built in the old traditional methods using local stones,
soil and straw. Some places hold historical significance but in general and as the
study shows, the vast majority of these places are neglected and some are damaged
by natural factors. These places can be an attraction of alternative tourism, and the
restoration of old houses will give the villagers the opportunity to use them as hostels
for tourists, and as headquarters of local and national organizations.
Farkha village is rich in unused ancient buildings, which represent an
important element of Farkha’s history.
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Introduction
The Arab Agronomists Association got a grant from Heinrich Boll Founda-
tion in order to conduct a baseline study for the village of Farkha. The association has
been working in the village since 2012 according to a strategy, that aims to spread
agro-ecology in the village. In the last 3 years the association has developed its per-
formance and came up with the idea of transforming Farkha into the first Palestinian
ecovillage and managed to achieve this with the cooperation of local interested indi-
viduals and foreign institutions, making Farkha one of the ecovillages in the Global
Ecovillage Network (GEN).
This study focuses on the exploring the environmental and agricultural status and find-
ing out some of the social and economic aspects in the village. This study has been
accomplished with the cooperation of the Arab Agronomists Association, AL-Bed Cul-
tural Center, Farkha women club and most of the village families.
The purpose of the study is to provide an overview of the reality of life in Farkha and
determine the current situation in all its dimensions: economical, environmental, food
security, livelihood, cultural and social situations. Yet, the specific aim of this study is
to build a data base which will be used to develop effective plans based on the pro-
vided information in order to help take the next steps and implement projects, that will

contribute in transforming Farkha into an ecovillage.

Farkha Village
1.General information

ltem Description
The governorate Salfit
The location Located on the west of the town of
Salfit and is 4.5 km away from the
city center.
The boarder West: Brugin and Qarawa Bani Zaid

(West Bani Zaid)
East and north: Salfit
South: Mazare Nubani (East Bani

Zaid)
The Altitude 608 Meters above sea level
Annual rainfall 600-700 mm
Population 1700 inhabitant.
Total area 6,000 donum.
Agricultural area 3000 donum.

forests and pastures | 25 donum
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