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SYNOPSIS



WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY AUBREY SEKHABI, WITH STORY-
STRUCTURE INPUTS BY MPUMELELO PAUL GROOTBOOM AND 
RESEARCH BY DR OTSILE NTSOANE

HUNGRY IS A STORY ABOUT A POOR UNEMPLOYED 42 YEARS 
OLD MAN TOMMY (PLAYED BY SANKU BOKABA), WHO IS VISITED 
BY A DISGRACED AFRIKANER RESEARCHER AND JOURNALIST, 
JOHAN (PLAYED BY BRANDON AURET OF THE DISTRICT 9 AND 
ELYSIUM FAME) WHO GETS A SECOND CHANCE TO REDEEM 
HIMSELF AS HE STANDS IN FOR ANOTHER RESEARCHER WHO 
FELL ILL ON A RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT ABOUT FOOD INSECURITY 
AND POVERTY AT A PARTICULAR POOR SOUTH AFRICAN 
WORKING CLASS COMMUNITY, WHERE TOMMY RESIDES. THE 
COMMUNITY IS A FICTIONAL SOUTH AFRICAN MICROCOSM 
CALLED LUSAKA. THIS IS WHERE TOMMY WHO LEADS JOHAN 
THROUGH THE COMMUNITY’S POVERTY, THEIR PLIGHT AND 
THEIR PROBLEMS. 

JOHAN’S VISIT HAPPENS AT A TIME WHEN TWO KEY MEMBERS 
OF THIS COMMUNITY, MPHO (PLAYED BY TSHALLO CHOKWE) 
AND MAPONYANE (PLAYED BY JOSIAS MOLELE). THE TWO, 
WITH THE HELP OF THEIR WARRIOR-HISTORY COMMUNITY, 
HAVE JUST WON THEIR LAND BACK. THE COMMUNITY AND 
IN PARTICULAR TOMMY IS HOPING THIS LAND IS GOING TO 
FEED THEM. THEY HOPE THAT THEY ARE GOING TO PLANT 
ORGANIC FOOD AND PROSPER FROM THEIR OWN SOIL. BUT 
THEN, LIKE IN ORWELL’S ANIMAL FARM, WE DISCOVER THAT 
MPHO BETRAYS THEIR IDEOLOGIES AND HIS BEST FRIEND AND 
COMRADE, MAPONYANE, AND SELLS PART OF THE ARABLE 
LAND TO A LAND-GRABBING MULTI-NATIONAL COMPANY. 
AT THE END, THROUGH TOMMY’S CHARACTER GROWTH AND 
LEADERSHIP, THE COMMUNITY STARTS TO REVOLT AGAINST 
MPHO. AS FOR JOHAN, THIS ASSIGNMENT IS A MAKE OR BREAK 
POSITION FOR HIM, AND HE GOES TO GREAT LENGTHS TO TRY 
AND MAKE THIS WORK, THINKING ABOUT THE FUTURE OF HIS 
GRIEVING AND WAYWARD SON, DRIES (PLAYED BY CAMERON 
MCEWAN). THEY BOTH GO THROUGH THE HUNGER AND THE 
UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE MISERY OF THE TOWNSHIP AND 
THE PEOPLE OF LUSAKA, EXPECTING TO FIND VICTIMS, BUT 
WHAT THEY INSTEAD FIND IS A PEOPLE GRAPPLING WITH LIFE 
AND SURVIVAL AND A DETERMINATION TO OVERCOME THEIR 
MISERY.

HUNGRY IS ABOUT URBAN POVERTY, FOOD INSECURITY AND 
ABOUT HOW THESE ISSUES ARE INTERPRETED AND EXPLORED IN 
A PERSONAL AND COMMUNAL SPACE THAT TAKES THE SIDE OF 
THE OPPRESSED AND THE HUNGRY.
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HYPERLINKS
NEED MORE FEATURED IMAGES?

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
BY CLICKING THE LINK BELOW:

https://plus.google.com/u/0/118160317622696728385/posts
https://www.facebook.com/SouthAfricanStateTheatre
http://http://www.statetheatre.co.za/
https://twitter.com/sastatetheatre
https://www.facebook.com/SouthAfricanStateTheatre?fref=ts
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